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Whenever I hear today’s Gospel,…I find myself thinking, “You know, Jesus 
would’ve made a lousy used car salesman.”...I’ve bought my share of lemons 
over the years, so, I just don’t trust any used car salesman to be totally truthful. 
I’d love to meet one who operates like Jesus would…Imagine you're walking thru 
a used car lot, checking out all the cars,…and you spot one that’s just what you 
were looking for…when a salesman comes up to you, and instead of going into 
the usual sales pitch, he says, "So, you think you wanna buy this car?...Well, let 
me tell you, it's a real gas guzzler; …it burns more oil than the Titanic;..and its 
brakes are so bad, you'd be putting your life at risk…And to top it off, it's way 
overpriced. …You better think hard before you buy this lemon."…Now, with that 
sales approach, it won’t be long before that guy’s applying for unemployment.  
 
But that’s the same upfront, honest approach Jesus uses with the crowd He's 
addressing in today’s  Gospel...He wants them to know exactly what they’re 
getting into - exactly what it would cost them if they chose to be his disciple…He 
knew most of the crowd had no clue that He was on His way to Jerusalem to 
carry out His life’s mission, to give up His life on the cross...Most of them just 
saw Jesus as a miracle worker, .. a healer, …a great teacher,…the  one who 
could free them from Roman oppression. …They were big FANS of Jesus, 
great admirers  of Jesus, because of what He could do for them. ..But Jesus 
didn’t need fans; He needed followers…He needed disciples. 
 
The word disciple means “learner,” one who learns from a master…In Lk 6, 
Jesus said He wanted disciples who not only learned from Him…, but who would 
strive to be like Him, because after He was gone,… they were going to be the 
ones who would have to continue His mission of bringing the Gospel into a 
hostile world…We might think that since Jesus needed disciples to carry on His 
mission,..He would’ve tried to recruit them, by not setting the bar so high.…But 
no,  instead, He essentially says to them, ”If you want to be my disciple,…are you 
willing to pay the price?…Do you know what it will cost  you?" 
 
Then He goes on to tell them the cost of being His disciple and not just a fan. He 
gives them - and all of us who are called to be disciples by our Baptism – three 
tough conditions to meet in order to be His disciple…These  conditions are part 
of what we call the HARD Gospel – those words in the Bible that Martin Luther 
referred to when he said, “A religion that asks nothing and costs nothing is worth 
nothing.”…Here’s the first condition:..Jesus said, “If you don’t hate your father 
and mother and your whole family, you cannot be my disciple.”..Whoa! Wait a 
minute. What about the Commandment to honor your  father and mother?…And 
didn’t Jesus command us to love one another,.. even love our enemies?...Does 
He really want us to hate our family ?...No, not at all…As He often does, Jesus 
uses hyperbole – extreme exaggeration – to make a point, to have an impact, 



like in Matt 5, where He says, “If your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out…If your 
arm causes you to sin, cut it off.”…If He meant that literally, we’d have a lot of 
blind, one-armed people walking around. 
 
Jesus isn’t saying we must hate our family…What He is stressing is that to be 
His disciple, we must love Him over and above all others, even family …He says 
this in Matt 10 in a more straightforward way: “Whoever  loves father and mother 
more than Me, is not worthy of Me.” …He is saying that our love for Him, our 
commitment to Him, should be so great, so total, that by comparison, it seems 
like we hate everyone else, including our family. …When we make Him #1 in our 
love and in our commitment -  so much so that it shapes and directs everything 
we think and say and do - we will not only become a better disciple,…we’ll 
become a more loving son, daughter, brother, sister, mother or father.  
 
Ok, here’s No.2:.. Jesus said becoming His disciple will involve suffering; we will 
have to bear our own cross as we follow Him…He said in Jn 15, “If they persec-
uted Me, they will persecute you.”...Jesus and His disciples were rejected and 
persecuted because what they taught and did was so counter-cultural, so against 
the culture of that time…We may not have to endure the persecution and phys-
ical suffering that Jesus and the early disciples did,…or the terrible persecution 
many of our Christian brothers and sisters are suffering…Still, we live in a culture 
today that is becoming just as ugly – if not more so – than in Jesus’s time…And 
as His disciples, we are called to follow His example as we risk being rejected, 
…risk being persecuted, …risk being shouted down,…risk being called fascists. 
when we stand up for and speak out for things like: traditional moral values; for 
sexual decency; for adherence to the rule of law; for the sanctity of ALL human 
life; for the preservation of the nuclear family; for keeping the importance and 
impact of God and religion from being more and more diminished in our 
society...Yes, the cross of discipleship can be a heavy one.  
 

In the last line of our Gospel, Jesus gives the third condition we must meet to be 
His disciple…He says, “Anyone who does not give up all his possessions cannot 
be my disciple.”…Here again, Jesus uses hyperbole to emphasize His point… I 
don't think He had in mind that we should have a giant garage sale,.. give all the 
profits to the poor and then live on the streets. ..Again, Jesus is talking about 
priorities…If we want to be his follower, his disciple,..we can’t let money and 
possession, and the pursuit of them, become a dominant part of our lives…Satan 
is very devilish at making material things and pleasures look so good that we can 
begin to love them more than we love Jesus. A disciple is called to sacrifice 
some things, some priorities, some worldly values, some creature comforts, & to 
serve the Lord by serving the poor, the powerless, the lost and the lonely, the 
helpless and the hurting. 
 



So there it is. That day, Jesus laid out for that crowd the costs of being His 
disciple. …Most of them chose not to pay the price, but merely remained fans of 
Jesus because of what He had done and what they expected Him to do for 
them. A much smaller number chose to be disciplse despite the high cost. 
Today, just as back then, Jesus badly needs disciples to love Him more than 
anyone or anything,…to take up their cross and follow Him…and to put the 
pursuit of heavenly things before the pursuit of earthly things.                          
 
The big question  for each of us is,”Why would I choose to be a disciple of Christ 
at such a high cost ?”...For me, the answer is simple: GRATITUDE…gratitude  
for His loving me way beyond what I could ever deserve…I can never give back 
to Him even a small fraction of His love for me – a small fraction of the love I feel 
whenever I gaze upon His cross.I will never be the totally committed disciple I 
should be. So, I’ll just stumble along, doing the best I can out of my love for Him.  
 
I once read about a reporter who was watching Mother Teresa bathe the open 
sores of a dying beggar in the slums of Calcutta, ..and he said to her, “Mother, I 
wouldn’t do what you are doing for a million dollars.”…Mother Teresa gently 
replied, “Neither would I.”...She was doing it for a more heavenly reason. She 
was doing it because of her love for the Jesus she saw in the eyes of that poor 
beggar…Love for Jesus. 
 
My friends, when Jesus spoke to the crowd that day, He was being straight with 
them. There was no putting the hard stuff in fine print…it was in big bold letters. 
And He was straight with His disciples when it was time for Him to ascend to 
heaven, and He told them, “I will be with you always, until the end of the age.” 
…If we choose to be His disciple, we can be sure He is with us always…He is 
with us in the person of the Holy Spirit who is constantly reminding us of all 
Jesus taught and did,…and who is always there guiding us on the right path. 
And Jesus is with us in His Real Presence in the Eucharist, the Living Bread 
from heaven, spiritually nourishing and strengthening us as we trudge along, 
carrying our cross of discipleship, …confident that Jesus is walking along with 
us every step of the way, and with the sure and certain hope that it will all be 
worth it, because of what we know is waiting for us at the finish line. …AMEN 


