
C_ORD_30_2022 
If you’ve ever been stuck in a long line at an airport,…you’ll appreciate this true 
story….A well-dressed man was in a long line to check his luggage and he was 
becoming very impatient…He finally got so upset he went to the front of the line 
and yelled at the baggage attendant: “I shouldn’t have to wait in this line. ...I’ve got 
a 1st class ticket.”…When the attendant explained that he had to wait his turn,  it 
made the man angrier, and he shouted, “Do you know who I am?”…Then, the att. – 
endant  - in an act of sheer brilliance - picked up the microphone and announced: 
“Attention! There’s a gentleman at the baggage check-in who doesn’t know who he 
is…If anyone can identify him, please come to the baggage counter.” …Don’t you 
just love it when someone who thinks they’re more important or better than every-
one else, gets put in their place? True story!  
 
That’s kind of what happens in today’s Gospel as Jesus uses a parable to bring 
home an important lesson to those people in the crowd who so believed in their 
own goodness and virtue,…that they looked down on everyone else…This included 
the self-righteous among both the Pharisees and the disciples of Jesus…. 
 
Jesus tells about to men who go to the temple to pray: a Pharisee and a tax-
collector…The Pharisee was a very pious man,…a faithful follower of all the Jewish 
religious laws…He was a model Jew, highly respected in the community…Jesus  
describes him at prayer… With his head held high, the Pharisee proudly thanks 
God that he is not like other people,…the thieves, the liars, the adulterers,…or that 
wicked tax-collector over there that he points out to God, …just in case God hadn’t 
noticed him…Then he goes on to brag to God that he doesn’t just fast on Holy 
Days,…he fasts twice a week,…and gives away way more money than wut the 
Mosaic law required of him…At this point in the parable, we can imagine many in 
the crowd were nodding their approval as Jesus  described this icon of virtue. 
 
Then we have the tax-coll, one of the most despised people in the Jewish commun-
ity,…working for the Roman government,…a traitor to his own people,…not only in 
collecting their taxes,…but by lining his own pockets by overcharging them…Jesus  
describes him at prayer…Off in a corner, too ashamed to raise his head,..the tax-
collector acknowledges his sinfulness, as he beats his breast and, prays, “O, God 
be merciful to me – a sinner.” …At this point, the crowd was probably expecting 
Jesus  to tell them that God wants them to imitate that GOOD person - the Pharisee 
- so they would never need to beg for God’s mercy and forgiveness like that BAD 
person – the despicable tax-collector 
 
What Jesus said next must’ve shocked the crowd’s sense of justice…because for 
them it was no contest: the Pharisee was GOOD,…the tax-collector was BAD,…so 
the Pharisee should be the one God judges more favorably…But, instead, Jesus  
tells them that the Pharisee is NOT the hero of the story. …The real hero, the one 
who went home justified,…forgiven by God,…right with God,..was that wretched, 



sinful tax-collector…It was like Tom Cruise getting killed at the end of the movie 
and the bad guy riding off into the sunset…What’s going on, here? 
 
What’s going on is Jesus uses this parable to reveal how different divine justice is 
from human justice…By the human standard of justice, the Pharisee is a much 
better person than the tax-collector, and should be judged more favorably… How- 
ever, with the divine standard of justice, …both men stand before God – as we all 
do – sinners who fall way short of what God desires of us….Unlike human justice, 
which judges only by one’s external actions, …God sees into the heart… and all 
God can find in the Pharisee’s heart is self-righteous pride, not a hint of humility, 
and certainly no need to ask for God’s forgiveness....By contrast, God sees in the 
tax-collector’s heart, sincere contrition and repentance...as he humbly pleads for 
God’s mercy…And so, the tax-collector goes home forgiven, and the Pharisee just 
goes home.  
 
So, what’s the message we should take from this parable?...Is it that there are two 
kinds of people in this world: the GOOD, like the humble tax-collector, and the BAD, 
like the prideful, judgmental Pharisee?…I like the way the great theologian, Woody 
Allen put it when he said, “There are two kinds of people in this world: the GOOD 
and the BAD…The good people sleep better, but the bad people have much more 
fun during the waking hours.”…I don’t know if that’s true or not,…but isn’t the 
message from this parable obvious: Tax-collector is GOOD; Pharisee is BAD;…So, 
go forth and be like the tax-collector?.. End of sermon. AMEN!...You can all go 
home now. Well, not really.  
 
Because, there is more that this parable is saying…1st of all, not all Pharisee are 
BAD,...and not all tax-collectors are GOOD…Jesus chose to use a bad Pharisee 
and a good tax-collector to  show us that to be forgiven,…we must sincerely and 
humbly cum to God, seeking His mercy. …And 2nd, it’s pretty easy to point out the 
bad Pharisees we see around us,…but not so easy to admit that there might be 
times when we have some of the bad Pharisee in us. …This parable challenges us 
to ask ourselves this question: While I might not say this directly to God,...are there 
times when I look around and think to myself, “ I am so thankful that I’m not like 
those other people?” 
 
You know: those people who rarely come to Mass;…or the ones who come dressed 
as if they’re at a picnic;…or those who really should go to confession before going 
to Holy Communion;…or the chronic gripers who complain about how the church is 
run,.. but never volunteer to help; …or that Democrat who loves President Biden; 
…or that Republican who idolizes Donald Trump…And as I think like that, do I also 
pat myself on the back?...I’m here every weekend. I’m involved in the parish..I sup- 
port it financially…I support pro-life organizations…I do acts of service…I speak out 
when I hear racist or bigoted comments. I think I’m in pretty good standing with 
God. 



Wenever we do think like this, …we are doing the same thing the Pharisee is doing 
in Jesus’ parable.…Maybe this should lead us to believe that there are not two 
kinds of people in this world: the good and the bad…Maybe there is just one type of 
person: HUMAN!... As humans we have been created GOOD,…in the image of 
God,…and yet, at the same time, we are struggling sinners …Maybe we are – as 
Martin Luther explained it – “simultaneously saint and sinner.” …And each one of 
us – no matter how great a sinner and no matter how great our sins – is a precious, 
beloved child of God,...with the ability to be redeemed and transformed by God’s 
abundant grace… 
  
We need to keep this in mind at all times,…especially the way things are today with 
our nation  SO divided on political and social issues,…with more hatred and nasti-
ness,…more judging and condemning, being thrown around than I’ve ever seen 
before, even within families and among friends…We need to remember that Jesus  
calls us to love our neighbor,…even one with whom we strongly disagree…One 
way to do that is to never, ever lose sight of their humanity,,..and to never forget 
that our unbelievably merciful God  sent His Son to die a painful, humiliating death 
for THEIR sins as well as for our sins.  
 
My friends, we have been granted the incredible gift of God’s grace that blesses us, 
and strengthens us, and helps us to follow His Son…This grace is especially made 
available to us in the Sacraments of the Cuhrch…In a few minutes we will receive 
the Sacrament of the Eucharist – the living presence of Jesus…As we receive His 
precious body,…let us ask Jesus for the grace to love rather than to hate,…to love 
rather than to judge…and to love rather than to condemn. …And let us pray for 
those who hate or judge or condemn us,..that they will  be redee-ed and trans-
formed by God’s amazing grace…Amazing grace,…how sweet the sound that 
saves a wretch like me…and you…and them…everyone…AMEN.  
 


