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Jesus is the greatest  teacher in human history...One of His most effective 
teaching tools was the use of parables...like the Parable of the Sower we just 
heard…A parable is an earthly story with a heavenly message…in which Jesus 
used com-mon, every day images and situations to help people back then  - and 
us today – to understand and remember His teachings about God, and the 
Kingdom of God. 
  
In today’s parable, Jesus  told about a farmer who went out to sow seeds presum-
ably  to grow something, ..but some of the seeds landed on a heavily travelled 
path,.. some on rocky ground,…others on soil thick with thorns,.. and the rest 
landed on good, rich soil. …Now, my wife Cathy will tell you that I know next to 
nothing about gardening…In fact, she’s  forbidden me to pull out anything from her 
gardens unless she’s looking over  my shoulder...because I’ve turned too many of 
her perennials into annuals. ..But even a brown thumb like me knows you don’t 
plant seeds where there are rocks,…or thorns, .. or on a trampled down path,.. 
and expect  anything to grow...Why would Jesus tell a story about such a lousy 
farmer? …Well, it’s His story, and He did have a very good reason, as we see in 
His description of what happened to the various seeds. 
 
The seeds that settled on the path were quickly snatched up by birds..The seeds 
that fell on the rocky ground found the soil was too shallow for them to take root so 
the hot sun killed the plants...The seeds that ended up on the thorn-covered soil 
were choked off by the thorns… Only the seeds that landed on the good soil were 
able to take root and bring forth abundant  fruit… That was the end of the parable. 
Now, many of Jesus’ parables  are easy to understand…But not this one…Jesus 
wanted to be sure  that the message got through to all who would listen, so He 
went on to explain what the parable meant.  
 
1st, the seeds are the Word of God through which God speaks to ALL His 
people…2nd, God is the sower who sends the seeds – His Word – to the earth, 
through the inspired words of the Bible,…and then through His Son, the Living 
Word, Jesus Christ…and 3rd, the different  kinds of soil in the parable are the 
different  human hearts that the seeds – the Word of God – land on…Like the 
farmer in the parable,…God casts the seeds on every kind of soil – bad and good 
- hoping to find hearts that will welcome His Word, and let it penetrate deeply, take 
root and become the guiding light in their lives…Jesus likened the various types of 
soil to the different ways people respond to the Word of God …The soil on the 
path that was so packed down that the seeds stayed on the surface for the birds 
to come and carry away, is like someone who hears the Word of God, but it barely 
sinks in at all, so it’s easy for Satan to come and steal away what little might’ve 
sunk in. 
 



The shallow soil on the rocky ground is like people who hear  God’s Word,… and 
at 1st, accept it, but it doesn’t take root…They profess their faith in Jesus, but they 
don’t really consider what commitment it takes… Maybe they just want to be a part 
of a church. Or they just want a “Get out of Hell free” card, and when troubles and 
trials come, when things get tough, their faith in the Word of God isn’t strong 
enough to see them through..  
 
The soil that’s littered with thorns are the people who hear the Word of God but 
they are distracted by the attraction of worldly pleasures, that choke off any desire 
to know  Jesus’  teachings about God and the Kingdom of God…They can’t see 
the beauty of the Kingdom of God because they’re distracted by the cheap substi-
tutes the world offers. It’s like they settle for beef jerky and diet coke,  when they 
could have filet mignon and champagne.  And finally, the rich, fertile soil are the 
people who hear the Word of God, accept it and let it take root in their heart, so 
that it produces abundant fruit by guiding them and strengthening them to live 
God’s Word faithfully. 
 
Ok, it’s clear from this parable that Jesus wants us to ask ourselves, ”Am I bad 
dirt, or am I good dirt?” …Of course, He wants me to be the “good dirt” because 
He knows the best thing I can do for my life, and for the world, is to hear the Word 
of God, accept it, take it into my hart,  and let it be what gives me hope and 
strength when trouble comes; let it be what helps me make the right choice when I 
face powerful temptations;…let it be what moves me to show compassion for the 
needy, the suffering, and those treated unjustly;…let it be what helps me to 
continually grow to be more like Jesus wants me to be. 
 
Here’s the thing. The Church has given us the Liturgy of the Word during Mass as 
a special time to hear God speak to us through the inspired words of Sacred 
Scripture,..especially through the Gospel in which Jesus Himself speaks to us. 
The words we hear are not old words spoken a long time ago…No, our living God 
is speaking “live” right here and right now. …So, if we are to be good soil,...then 
our job at Mass is to listen as God speaks to us,  with open ears, ..an open heart 
and an open mind,…because I believe God has a tailor-made message for each 
one of us every time we come to Mass…It might be from one of the readings,…or 
it might be from the homily that connects the Scripture to what’s happening in our 
lives.…We need to really focus and listen or we may miss out on something 
important God wants us to hear. 

We don’t want to be like that parish I read about whose pastor complained that his 
parishioners weren’t paying attention during his homily.…So, one Sunday, he 
decided to try something...In the middle of his homily he paused  and  said: “I 
murdered my grandmother this morning.”… Then he just continued on with his 
homily…When Mass was over, one parishioner after another shook his hand,  but 



didn’t say a word about what he had said about killing his grandmother….They 
said things like, ”Wonderful message Father.!” …“Father, that was a great homily!” 
Finally, one man came up to him and said, “Father, I’m sure she had it coming. 
The pastor had to wonder, “Is this guy the only one who heard  me?” 

My friends, God has given us the wonderful gift of His Word to be planted deep in 
our hearts,  to be our guide and our strength as we navigate through this minefield 
called LIFE….The message I want you to take with you today (and it’s for me too) 
is this: In order to benefit from this precious gift,…you have to use it as God 
intended…You can’t just put it on a shelf to gather dust with all those other gifts 
you thought you might use some day,…but never did.           

So, when something in one of the readings or the homily hits home, touches a 
nerve, reflect  on it. Pray on it…Ask God to help you see how it can produce good 
fruit,…how it can make a positive difference in your life, in the lives of those 
around you, and in the world…Then, with help of the Holy Spirit, go and do it.  

May we let the Word of the Lord lead us where He wants us to go. AMEN! 


