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Speaking of heaven, I recently saw a poll that shows that about 90% of Ameri-
cans expect  to get to heaven…Do you think that maybe we’re taking heaven for 
granted…We all want to get there, right?...Yet, it doesn’t seem like very many of 
us are in a hurry. There’s a country song that goes like this: “Everybody wants to 
get to heaven, but nobody wants to go now.”…We might not want to go NOW,… 
but how many of us are ready to stand before Jesus if He comes for us today?... 
Some of us are…Some of us might need a little tweaking …Some of us might 
need a lot more work. …Hmmm. 
 
The message in the parable Jesus tells in today’s Gospel is simply this:…He 
wants us to live faithfully and to be ready when He comes for us,…and He WILL 
come for us…He tells us in many places in the Gospels, “The Son of Man will 
come again with great power and glory." …He is coming for you and me and 
everyone… It could be at the moment of our death,  or - if we’re still alive - at the 
end of the world, at His Second Coming . And like He says at the end of the 
parable, "You will not know the day nor the hour."  
 
Now I have to admit, this isn't one of my favorite parables…It's definitely not a 
warm, fuzzy, feel-good parable…It starts out that way, until we get to where it 
says: "Then the door was locked."…Whoa!  What’s Jesus saying?.. He’s saying 
that if we’re not prepared for His return,.. if we’ve dozed off and haven't kept the 
lamp of faith burning in our life --…like those foolish bridesmaids in the par --,then 
it's too late to run to Walmarts for more oil for our lamp,…and we’ll find ourselves 
knocking at a locked door…We can cry out, "Lord, Lord, open the door for me,"… 
and we’ll hear what I think are the most terrifying words in the Bible, "I do not 
know you."…Come on Jesus, you know me…I’m that guy who puts $10 in the 
collection every Sunday…But, it’s too late. It’s too late. Only those who are ready 
when Jesus comes will be welcomed into the heavenly celebration. 
 
Now, I don’t think Jesus used this parable to scare us into good behavior. I think 
it’s actually a love message.. Jesus loves us and He doesn't want us to end up like 
those foolish bridesmaids. ..He wants us to find the door to heaven wide open to 
us…In John 14, the night before He was to die, Jesus told His disciples: “I am 
going to prepare a place for you in my Father’s house, and I will come back to 
take you with me so that where I am, you also may be.”  
 
There it is!! Jesus telling us that God made heaven with us in mind…Heaven is 
tailor-made for us…THIS LIFE doesn’t fit…It was never meant to fit, never meant 
to be our final destination. Heaven is where God meant for us to be when He 
created us…God made heaven for us, and made us for heaven,…and He wants 
us to spend eternity  in the unimaginable joy of His holy, magnificent  presence. 
Jesus endured  betrayal, torture, suffering  and death on the cross to make that 
possible, because we could never make it on our own, and He doesn’t want us to 
blow it in the end. He wants us ready when He comes to take us to be with Him. 



 
So, how does Jesus want us to be ready?...Well, in Luke 18, Jesus wonders out 
loud, “When I return, will I find faith on earth?”…It’s very simple… When He comes 
for me either at the end of my life, or when He comes in power and glory at the 
end of world, He wants to find me living a faithful life, a life guided by everything 
He said and taught  and did. 
 
Now, being human, this can be something of a challenge. We don’t know when 
Jesus is coming. We’ve lived every day of our lives and He hasn’t come yet,…and 
this can affect  our thinking and our behavior…We might always think and act like 
there will be a TOMORROW, since there’s always been one.  And this can make 
us some-what lax in tending to those things in our life that are not in keeping with 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ: those things we know God wants us to change; those 
wrong things we shouldn’t be doing; and those good things we should be doing 
but we’re not doing… 
 
I will bet that 1 of Satan’s favorite words is “TOMORROW.”…He must love it when 
we think to ourselves,…”I’ll get myself right with God TOMORROW.  I’ll change 
what God wants me to change TOMORROW. I’ll go to Confession TOMORROW.”  
Satan loves it because He knows that TODAY is the only day we can be sure of… 
TOMORROW might never come. We might only have TODAY to take care of what 
matters to God,…to make the changes that matter to God. 
 
There’s a song by country music star Tim McGraw  that tells about his father who 
hadn’t been there very much for Tim and his family while he was growing up. 
When Tim’s father was in his early 40’s, he learned that he only had a short time 
to live…And just before he dies,  a friend asks him,…“How’d it hit you when you 
got that kind of news? Man, what didja do?”  The dying man tells his friend that the 
bad news he got was a gift, and that he used the time he had left to love deeper, 
and to speak sweeter,… to ask forgiveness from those he had hurt,…to be the 
husband and Dad that most of the time he hadn’t been,…& to read the Bible and 
take a good hard look at what he’d do if he could do it all again. …And then – in 
the last line of the song -  he says, “I hope you get the chance to live like you are 
dyin’.”…That’s what Jesus wants us to do,…live each day as if it may be our last 
day, and not wait for TOMORROW  to do the things that matter to God, because 
we might not be as lucky as Tim’s dad who had several TOMORROWS  to get 
right with God before Jesus came for him… 
 
My friends, the Lord encourages us to be ready, for we know neither the day nor 
the hour. Not knowing the day or the hour encourages us to remain faithful to His 
Gospel every day of our lives…It encourages us to avail ourselves of the many  
graces the Lord  offers us in the Sacrament of Eucharist and Penance,… in the 
words of Sacred Script ure,…and in the ever-present  guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
all of which He uses to help us keep strong in the faith. 
 



And it’s through living our faith in Christ that we WILL be ready,.. and we will be 
just fine when He comes,..because for faithful Christians, the day our Lord returns 
is not a day of fear and darkness…It is a day of light,…The Lord’s coming is light 
…and love…and life for us... Through our faith in Him, we have no need to fear 
His coming…We are ready to walk through that unlocked door and hear Him say: 
“I KNOW you, Ron,… I KNOW you, Cathy… Come on in and let me take you to 
the place I prepared just for you from the moment you were conceived in your 
mother’s womb… Come right on in.”    AMEN  
 
 


