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In today’s Gospel,  Jesus was asked this question: If a woman had 7 husbnds who 
all died, then when she got to heaven, whose wife would she be?...Now, if I was 
asked that question, my 1st thought  would be:..Before she gets into heaven,  that 
woman’s gonna have a lot of explaining to do about her cooking…Maybe it was 
the greasy corned beef…It couldn’t have been the spaghetti  and meatballs,..bec-
ause we all know God created Italian food…That’s all they serve in heaven…Any-
way, what’s more important is how Jesus handled the question..  
 
The question was put to Jesus by some Saducees – members of a Jewish 
religious party that did not believe in a resurrection from the dead and an 
afterlife…The question seems a little bit ridiculous –  a woman marrying 7 brothers 
one after another – but it was anchored to a teaching in the Old Testament  from 
the Book of Deuteronomy, which said that if a woman’s husband dies before they 
have a son,…the husband’s brother – if he’s unmarried – should marry the widow 
and hopefully produce a son who will carry on the family name. …This could go on 
and on until the woman bears a son, or she runs out of brothers. The Saducees 
used this ridiculous hypothetical question  to try to stump Jesus and damage His 
credibility by showing how foolish the whole idea of resurrection from the dead 
was.…But, instead of being stumped, Jesus uses the question to give us a 
glimpse of what heaven will be like, and what the nature of our relationships in 
heaven will be like. 
 
So let’s look at how Jesus answered  the question.  Well, right off the bat, He 
essentially tells the Saducees that their question about who’s married to whom in 
heaven isn’t relevant…He says  those who are worthy of resurrected life in heaven 
will not marry or be given in marriage..In other words, folks, there ain’t no marriage 
in heaven…The 1st time I came across these words from Jesus, they hit me pretty 
hard…I said, now hold on, Jesus…The idea of no marriage in heaven  might be a 
relief for some people,.. but Cathy and I have been together for 56 years…and I’m 
hoping for forever (if she can stand me that long).  
 
You can’t be serious, Lord....Well, since then I have come to understand that we 
can’t think of life in heaven as being just a happier extension of this life...St. Paul 
tells us in 1 Cor:  “Eye has not seen, ear has not heard, and human heart has not 
conceived what God has prepared for those who love Him.”..We ain’t seen nuthin’ 
yet!....There is a radical difference between this life and the next…In this life, 
everyone dies, and so the continuation of the human race depends on people 
marrying and having children,..But in today’s Gospel Jesus says that in heaven 
there is no death, so we don’t need marriage.   
 
Now, Jesus didn’t say that we wouldn’t be with our wife or husband or family in 
heaven....I think we can expect that these relationships will not only continue,…but  
they will be filled with more love and happiness than they ever were in this life. 



Because Jesus also tells us in our Gospel that all who rise to new life in heaven 
will be like angels,…and if we become like angel, it stands to reason that all of the 
things about us that were not so angel-like in this life,…those things that at times 
made it harder for someone to love us,…all of our rough edges,.. would’ve  been 
smoothed out during our hopefully short time of purification in Purgatory,...leaving 
only our most lovable qualities..That should make Cathy very happy. 
 
So, ok there is good reason to believe that our cherished earthly relationships will 
carry over into the after-life…Yet, all of the joy and happiness that these 
relationships will bring us through all eternity…will be nothing, nothing, compared 
to the joy and happiness of living forever in God’s presence…looking into the face 
of God,.,..maybe even getting answers to all those “Why did that have to happen?” 
questions… 
 
My friends, we were created to know God, love God, and serve God in this life and 
to be happy with Him forever in the next..That’s from the old Baltimore catechism  
that old fogies like me had to memorize when we were 7 or 8 years old…It’s basic 
truth hasn’t changed: In heaven, we will enjoy a relationship, an intimacy, a conn-
ection with God - Father, Son, and  Holy Spirit - that in St. Paul’s words - goes 
beyond anything –anything -  our human hearts can imagine.  
 
Jesus said that in heaven we would be like angels…He didn’t say we would BE 
angels…So we shouldn’t expect to sprout wings… Angels are spiritual beings God 
created to serve God…They have no physical bodies…The Bible tells us that 
when Jesus returns, at the Final Resurrection, He will raise our mortal bodies and 
reunite them with our souls,..and transform the physical bodies we had in our 
earthly life into glorified bodies, freed from all pain and suffering and death…And 
like the angels, we will spend our eternal  lives before God’s  throne, knowing, 
loving and serving Him.  
 
My friends, this Resurrection Life is the promised destiny that all who die in the 
state of grace can look forward to…If we embrace what the Bible teaches about 
life beyond the grave, and if we believe the words of Jesus,..it will impact how we 
live each day…It will give us strength and hope in the dark times,…times of 
trouble,…times of fear,…times of loss… We will spend less time fretting about the 
temporary things of this life, and more time anticipating the glories of the next 
life…We will make choices based on their eternal consequences rather than on 
what makes us feel good right now…We will make getting to heaven our top 
priority by building a closer relationship with our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

When it cums down to it, we would all like to know more details of what heaven 
will be like,…right?…But, then, that would spoil the surprise wouldn’t it?...There’s 
a little story that reminds us of  what is the most important thing about heaven. 



It’s about a country doctor who went to visit in the home of an old man who was 
dying. …The man asked the doctor to describe to him what heaven would be like– 
since he hoped to be going there soon… As the doctor  thought about how he 
would answer, there was a scratching at the bedroom door…The doctor said to 
the old man, “Do you hear that?.. It’s my dog…I left her downstairs when I came 
in…She has come up here because she heard my voice… She has no idea what’s 
on the other side of the door,…but she knows I’m here and that’s all that matters 
to her…I reckon it’s the same for us...We don’t know much about what’s on the 
other side of heaven’s door,…but we do know that our Savior is there.…And that’s 
all that should matter to us; that’s all we really need to know. AMEN! 

 


