
                                             28th Sun Ord – C  - 2019   

I want you to listen to two letters that appeared in a Dear Abby advice column. 

Dear Abby, happiness is having parents who don’t get mad when you come home 
late.. Happiness is having your own bedroom… Happiness  is getting the phone 
call you’ve been hoping for from that boy you like…Happiness is knowing that 
you’re as well dressed as everyone else… Happiness is something I don’t have.                       

                                                                           15-yrs old and unhappy.  

A few days later, a young girl sent in this response to that letter:  

Dear Abby, Happiness is being able to talk… Happiness is being able to see… 
Happiness is being able to hear… Happiness is being able to walk… I can talk, I 
can see, I can hear,… but I can’t walk.  

                                                                           13-yrs old and very happy. 

Ok, so what do these Dear Abby letters and today’s Gospel have in common?  
They both speak about ...gratitude and lack of gratitude for the good things God 
gives to us and does for us…The Dear Abby letters contrast the lack of gratitude 
of one self-centered young girl with the gratefulness of another young girl who had 
a lot less to be thankful for…And in the Gospel story, 10 lepers – 10 people with 
this terrible, disfiguring disease that made them outcasts in their community, even 
in their own families – came to Jesus desperately begging to be cured…And He 
cured all 10 of them…But only one came back to thank Him,…prompting  Jesus to 
ask: “ Were not 10 of them healed? ...Where are the other 9?.. Has only this 
foreigner cum to give thanks to God?”…Where was their gratitude? 

Now, we’re not told that Jesus was angry at the 9 ingrates,… but He must have 
been disappointed in their shallow faith,… because nothing shows our faith in 
God’s presence and power in our lives more than our simply saying “Thank You, 
God”…If we don’t thank God when something good happens to us, we’re saying 
that it was just good luck,… or our ingenuity or our hard work,hand God had 
nothing to do with it…Wen the grateful  leper came back and fell on his knees 
praising God and thanking Jesus,.. it was his faith that led Jesus to say to him, 
“Your faith has saved you.” ..The 9 who didn’t come back to give thanks, missed 
out on hearing those saving words of Jesus  

So, what does all of this mean for you and me?...I think it’s calling us to take a 
good look at our own gratitude attitude, and to ask,..”Do I tend to be more like the 
grateful leper or more like the other 9?”…Well, let’s consider the different levels of 
gratitude attitude that we might see in ourselves or in others…At the lowest level 
are people who constantly gripe because they think they deserve more of God’s 
blessings than they already have, like the 15-yr old in the 1st Dr Abby letter. 



They’re always grumbling and complaining, even though they’re probably better 
off than 75% of the world’s population. 

At a tad higher level are people who don’t constantly complain,…but they seld-
omly thank God for anything…They take their blessings for granted, figuring they 
must deserve it... “I’m a good person. Why shouldn’t good things happen for  me?” 
…Then there are those of us who thank God for the BIG blessings…like when we 
get the precious grandchild we’d waited for so long, or when we aced that big test. 
But  when it comes to our everyday blessings,…we rarely give a thought  to how 
good God is to us.    

And finally, there are people with a gratitude attitude that’s at the highest level- off 
the charts. They follow what St Paul urges us to do in his letter to the Ephesians:  
“ Give thanks to God always, and for all things.”…Let’s call these kind of folks the 
A-team…Now, if you’re one of the A-team, or you know someone who is,…you 
know that thankful people are happy people, …and it’s not because everything in 
their life is good…It’s because they see good in everything in their life,…even 
in times of pain, trouble or sorrow…During the bad, difficult situations of life,        
A-teamers will give thanks to God for the strength, courage and faith He gives 
them to persevere and battle thru the hard times…And that disabled 13-yr old who 
wrote the 2nd  Dear Aby letter; she’s definitely on the A team. 

Ok, if your like me, and you haven’t quite made the A-team yet…let me say that I 
think it’s because living with total and complete gratitude is not a human way of 
living. ..It’s not natural,…it’s supernatural…We need supernatural help to make 
the A-team…We need Jesus…I know I do, …so  I’m going to keep asking Jesus 
to not give up on me, …to be my coach,…work me hard until I make the A-team. 
And urge you to do the same, because I know it will change my life…I will be 
much happier. 

Of all the blessings we should get on our knees and thank God for every day, ..the 
greatest  of course is the gift of life…During this month of Oct. – which the Bishops 
of the US have designated Respect Life Month – we are especially mindful of the 
sad truth that this precious God-given gift of life is being threatened on many 
fronts. We are challenged to look at how we protect, defend and care for every 
life:  the life in the womb - the life of one who is dying - the life of the homeless  
person searching through the garbage for food – the life on death row - the life of 
the refugee, the immigrant -  the life of our enemy…Every life is created in God's 
own image,...has been redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ ,and has been 
entrusted to our care and protection.  …..The best way we can show our gratitude 
to God for the gift of life, is to stand with Jesus Christ, stand FOR life,..& stand 
against whatever destroys life,… by making a commitment to work for and pray for 
a world in which every life is sacred,..every life is valued. …every life is safe…To 
find out about some of the various ways you can live out this commitment, go to 
the COTA web site and look under Respect Life Ministries. 



                                                                                                                                        
As I was thinking about how to end this homily,…I recalled a song by the great 
song writer – Kris Kristopherson – that reminded me that the core of true gratitude 
is humility: Lord, what did I do to deserve what you’ve done for me?..Why me 
Lord?...That’s the name of the song: Why Me Lord?...He wrote it shortly after he 
had a powerful redemption experience when a friend led him back to Jesus at a 
time that he was heavily into drugs and alcohol…In the song, Kris asks the 
question each of us should ask whenever we have been especially blessed: Why 
me, Lord? ... What have I done that you’ve blessed me more than I deserve?...Of 
course, the answer is we’ve done nothing to deserve it…It’s all pure grace…And, 
like the grateful leper, we should HUMBLY fall down on our knees and simply say 
Thank You, Lord.   Thank You, Lord.                                            

Here are a few lines from the song:  

Why me, Lord? What have I ever done 

To deserve even one 

Of the blessings I’ve known? 

Why me, Lord? What did I ever do 

To be worthy of You 

And the goodness You’ve shown? 

Why me, Lord? 

For your homework, I want you to go to YouTube and find Kris Kristopherson 
singing Why Me Lord...Listen to the whole song. Believe me, You’ll be glad you 
did.  AMEN! 

 

 


